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Meeting between members of GNK golf clubs and GNK on Tuesday 17th 
May 2022. 

In attendance from GNK Enrique Herrero Gil, Director-General and Belen, head 

greenkeeper. 

Members – Gordon Hutchinson, member and HRGR Board Golf liaison person, 
Brian Platt, and Hans Nout representing a large number of GNK members, and the 

original rights membership set up by Polaris World. 

Members concerns  

The meeting was arranged to discuss what was happening to the HR golf course 
which has not improved since it reopened in October 2021. Members have grave 

concerns about the lack of progress as many areas needed urgent attention. 

Members cannot see any visible plan of how and when it will get back to its original 
condition considering is one of if not the best laid out courses in Murcia. There 

appears to be no plan whist we are certain there is one, but members do not see 
any sign of it. It is heart-breaking to see the decline as is readily seen from 
the massively reduced footfall of golfers playing the course. Visiting societies are 

not arranging their outings, golf agents are not recommending anyone play the 
course the list goes on (in fact they are actively discouraging groups from playing 

at HR due to the poor feedback they have had).  

It is embarrassing to be a member of HR now, as we see such great potential, that 

you are clearly not making the best of nor getting full value from, as we currently 
feel disenfranchised and irrelevant, watching our beloved course continually 

decline when it should be a ‘shining star’ amongst the courses in the area. 

Our main concerns are about greens, fairways, and bunkers, especially the Esparto 
weeds (known as Tina Turners) that have grown profusely into the bunkers. No 
transparency by way of information to members or newsletter  

Discussion points  

GNK gave an account of the evolution of the course and the programming of works 
to reach the optimal point of maintenance. They stated that it was not a good 
decision to open the course on October 1, since it was already entering the time 

of low temperatures and the grass was not going to be able to grow until well into 
spring. The decision was made as a commitment to the players to open the course 

as soon as possible, but in the end, the intended goal has not achieved.  

Now and due to the change of temperatures and the maintenance work carried 
out the course has been improving for weeks. The paspalum greens are still in 
transition, but it is expected the greens to be level in 3 or 4-weeks’ time. The 

paspalum is already strong but there is still a week to go before the Agrostis 
disappears completely, at which time the greens will reach their optimal condition 

of maintenance. In September, the greens will be reseeded to prepare them for 
the season of low temperatures, and to be able to enjoy greens in optimal 
condition during that season. 
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The fairways are being treated to recover their condition by using the Renover, a 
tool that cuts the soil to facilitate the growth of the plant, the application of 

fertilizers and frequent watering will give strength to the grass, and the paspalum 
is growing and closing the areas of low density. 

It is expected that in about three weeks the smaller areas will have already been 

covered and that in the larger areas where the lack of plants has been greater, 
and we must replant we estimate that at the end of July or in August you can 

already see the evolution. As for the contaminations that are on the fairways, it is 
reported that until now they have not been able to be treated since the paspalum 
was too weak and could have been damaged as well. To this day the broadleaf 

grass has been treated for elimination, with visible results for days; the Poa will 
soon disappear due to the high temperatures, and treatments against ray grass 

will require more time and applications to work.  

Later we make a visit to the course to identify the areas of the bunkers it can be 
seen necessary to eliminate part of the Esparto weeds that have been invading 
the bunkers from the landscaping area. It was pointed out that it will take time to 

remove them all, but Gordon and Brian are to produce a list of priority bunkers 
with the Esparto weeds contaminating and affecting the game. The technical team 

examines the way in which these areas work and determines that such work 
should begin when the course is closed. 

The course will be closed on Tuesdays over the next few weeks and for 2/3 weeks 

in August for further maintenance works and hollow tining of the greens.  

Apart from the maintenance issues, other issues were discussed, such as the 
launch of the Premium subscription that is already available and through which 
the payment of the reduced green fee is avoided among other advantages. 

Members felt very disappointed that non-members have had the benefit of low 

season rates since it reopened in October last year, but members get nothing. It 
was also pointed out that the disproportion fees for single players against couples’ 

membership fees were totally unfair and something should be done about this 
when deciding on 2023 rates. Another unfair fee was the buggy fee for original 
rights membership. We do feel all these issues should not be ignored and 

addressed accordingly. 

It was agreed more signs showing the way from greens to tees be installed, which 
has already been resolved in some cases, as well as signs on buggy paths as well 

as the replacement of the benches, which according to GNK will be carried out 
shortly once they are restored. 

The meeting ended amicably time will tell if what is planned will work, we pointed 

out we would be happy to act as GNK Ambassadors at HR if we felt we were part 
of a shared, visible way forward to help bring HR to the level it deserves to be. 


