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Jesualdo Riquelme y Fontes (+1789) was patron of Francisco Salzillo, who 
commissioned the famous Bethlehem that is currently in the Salzillo museum in 
Murcia. He married in second nuptials with Concepción Fontes and Riquelme.

The son of both, Antonio Riquelme and Fontes (+1843), was probably the one who 
ordered the construction of Hacienda Riquelme, at the end of the 18th century or the 
beginning of the 19th century.

His son, Antonio Riquelme y Arce, I Marqués de Almenas, inherited it and later 
embellished it with a garden to the taste of suburban haciendas in the mid-nineteenth 
century. 

When dying without succession, the property of the estate passed to his sister María 
Teresa Riquelme y Arce (1815-1878), III Marquesa de las Almenas. 

The main construction is the small palace called Casón de Riquelme, initially of a single 
plant, around which it is forming a set with various secondary buildings that close a large 
central courtyard divided into two: share-croppers' homes, stables, stables, pigeon 
houses, aljibes, almazara and agricultural stores, whose functional and formal antecedents
go back to the Roman villas and the Muslim alquerías. 

The group, like other similar ones in the area, like those of the neighbouring farms of 
Peraleja and Borrambla, grew and adapted over time to the way of the large Andalusian 
haciendas.

The main house is a large longitudinal construction with two bodies of construction and 
palatial structure. At the end of the 19th century or the beginning of the 20th century, the 
biggest transformation of El Casón was undertaken, which involved the construction of the 
second floor and the characteristic tower with the two heraldic blazons located on the two 
facades of the building. 

On the coat of arms appear the ornamental figures that identify and distinguish the lineage
Riquelme and the lineage Fontes, related by marriage. The helmet and the crest of his 
minor shield on a field and a large barracks represent the warrior they belonged 
to, Guillen Riquelme. This noble knight and distinguished warrior accompanied the King 
Don Alfonso X the Wisein his conquest of Murcia and is considered the common trunk in 
which the lineage of the Riquelme begins. 

Towards 1860, the construction of the railway line that would link Cartagena and Murcia 
with Chinchilla and Madrid began. This line would have a great importance for the 
development of industry, mining and the entire economy of the Murcia region. 

The layout of the section between the cities of Cartagena and Murcia crossed some land 
of the Hacienda Riquelme. Therefore, the station built in them was originally called the 
Riquelme station. 

This section was inaugurated quickly and running, but with great solemnity, on October 24,
1862. It took advantage of the arrival in Cartagena of Queen Elizabeth II and several 

https://haciendariquelmeblog.blogspot.com/p/historia-de-hacienda-riquelme-history.html


members of his family, who came from Cádiz by boat. The royal family travelled to Murcia 
on the new railway. As the works were not finished, the first commercial trip with 
passengers and merchandise was delayed until February 1, 1863. 

The name station of Riquelme was never liked by the inhabitants of Sucina. In November 
1923, on the occasion of passing through that station SS.MM. the Kings Alfonso 
XIII and Victoria Eugenia de Battemberg , the pedáneo mayor of Sucina went to the 
president of the Directory, general Miguel Primo de Rivera. He requested that, because it
was located in that district, the name of Sucina was added to that of Riquelme. The 
petition was accepted and had compliance shortly after (History of Sucina and Hacienda 
Riquelme:     The railway station). 

The Second Republic was proclaimed in 1931 and the Civil War broke out in 1936. The 
Riquelme, or La Hacienda Riquelme, was expropriated by the government. Before, during 
and after the war, the farm was managed and worked by the same people and there were 
no bloodshed for political reasons. In addition, taking advantage of their situation, away 
from the front, several people hid there, some for many months, to avoid participating in 
the conflict and save their lives. 

The regime emerged after the war returned the property to its former owner, who in 1940, 
was a great-grandson of Maria Teresa Riquelme and Arce, Rafael de Bustos and Ruiz de
Arana (1885-1943), Duke of Pastrana and former deputy for Murcia. He was married 
to Casilda Figueroa and Alonso Martínez (1889-1983), daughter of Álvaro de Figueroa 
y Torres, I Conde de Romanones, and granddaughter of the jurist, writer and 
politician Manuel Alonso Martínez (see biographical notes at the end of the text). 

He was inherited by the eldest daughter of Rafael and Casilda, Casilda de Bustos and 
Figueroa (1910-2000), Duchess of Pastrana, married to José María Finat and Escrivá 
de Romaní (1904-1995), Count of Mayalde and who was mayor of Madrid.

Throughout the years, Hacienda Riquelme had for its owners a character of recreational 
estate in which only spent seasons in summer and sometimes at Christmas, away from 
the people of Sucina and their social reality. The exploitation and management left it to 
others. Throughout the twentieth century, this task was carried out by a single family, 
through four generations of administrators. 

The administrator was responsible for leasing, to himself or to people in the area, plots and
activities for their exploitation. Periodically I was accountable to the owners. The owners of
Hacienda Riquelme were the baptismal sponsors of several children of administrators.

Numerous stories related to this farm have been transmitted orally among the inhabitants 
of Sucina. Some narrates facts happened in the first decades of the twentieth century, in 
which conflicts between aristocrats had a tragic end, but suffered by humble people. 

The second half of the 20th century marked the decline of the Hacienda Riquelme. In the 
archive of the former Delegation of Industry was recorded the existence of an active mill in 
the 40s, but that no longer appeared in the records of the 50s. As a dry land farm its 
production was limited to a few olive trees, Cereals - which were only profitable if it rained 
enough - almond and esparto.

Those years were also declining for Sucina, which, especially since the 60s, suffered a 
significant decline in its population, almost 50%. The trend only began to change at the 
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beginning of the 21st century. 

Between 1968 and 1978, the channels of the Tajo-Segura after transfer were built 
(Transfer, desalination plants and the price of water). They say in Sucina that one of the 
branches was planned to pass through the Sierra de Columbares, but that several local 
landowners, among them the Count of Mayalde, used their influence in Madrid to modify 
the layout. They achieved that the post-transfer did not cross their lands, thus avoiding 
partial expropriations, the inconvenience of the works and other servitudes.

They thought that the new technologies available in those years to open wells and extract 
water at great depth would be enough to improve the farms. In aerial photos taken at the 
beginning of the 21st century it can be seen that a large irrigation pond had been built, 
very close to El Casón (The history of Hacienda Riquelme in Cartomur). 

But the truth is that the value of these lands plummeted compared to those of irrigated 
land benefited by the post-transfer. The former were now very difficult to make profitable, 
unless large investments were made.

A neighbour from Sucina told us that during those same years, on Sundays in summer, the
Duchess of Pastrana sent her driver with the car to Sucina to pick up the parish priest and 
his nephew, who acted as altar boy. The priest said Mass in the Chapel of El Casón and 
then ate with the Duchess and the Count, if he was. The altar boy ate in the kitchen and 
then went to play with the other children who lived on the farm. 

In the first decade of the 21st century Polaris World bought the farm and began to build the
large urbanization that is today Hacienda Riquelme Golf Resort. Between 2009 and 2010, 
after a meticulous historical and archaeological study and a constructive analysis of the 
buildings and garden, Polaris undertook the works of restoration and rehabilitation of the 
catalogued complex, recovering El Casón de Riquelme for its use.

Coat of arms of the Riquelme
family

Biographical notes 

Manuel Alonso Martínez (1827-1891), jurist, writer and liberal politician. He was Minister 
of Development, Finance and Grace and Justice, President of Congress and Knight Grand
Cross of Carlos III. His firm was for decades one of the most prestigious in 
Spain. President of the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation was also 
President of the Commission that drafted the Constitution project of 1876 after the 
Bourbon Restoration in the person of Alfonso XII. Actively participated in the codification of
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Civil Law, being considered the Spanish Civil Code as one of its most important 
achievements. He was the main promoter of the political career of his son-in-law Álvaro 
de Figueroa y Torres, 1st Count of Romanones. 

Álvaro de Figueroa and Torres (1863-1950), besides I Count of Romanones (30.0I.1893)
was Great of Spain. He was mayor of Madrid, President of the Senate of Spain, President 
of the Congress of Deputies, minister twelve times and three times President of the 
Council of Ministers under the reign of Alfonso XIII. He was part of the Liberal Party of 
Sagasta and Canalejas. Of wealthy family, he had important possessions in Guadalajara 
and he was owner of the mines of La Unión (Murcia). Represented the Spain of the 
oligarchy and the caciques denounced by the regenerationists. Doctor in law and prolific 
writer was a member of several Royal Academies. 

Rafael de Bustos and Ruiz de Arana (1885-1943) had the titles of XV Marqués de 
Salinas del Río Pisuerga, XIV Duke of Pastrana, Grande de España, Maestrante de 
Granada and Gentilhombre de Cámara de SM with exercise and servitude. He was deputy
for Murcia. In 1909 he married Casilda Figueroa and Alonso Martínez, daughter 
of Álvaro de Figueroa y Torres, I Count of Romanones, and of Casilda Alonso Martínez
and Martín, I Marquesa de Alonso Martínez. 

Casilda de Bustos and Figueroa (1910-2000) had the titles of X Marquise de Corvera 
(1940), VI Marquise de las Almenas, XV Duchess of Pastrana (1945), XIX Marquise de 
Campotéjar (13.08.1951), XVII Countess of Oliveto (13.07.1951), XVI Marquesa de 
Salinas del Río Pisuerga (11.06.1954) and twice Grande de España. One of his great-
grandparents was Manuel Alonso Martínez and his maternal grandfather Álvaro de 
Figueroa y Torres, I Conde de Romanones. 

José María Finat and Escrivá de Romaní (1904-1995) had the titles of XVI Conde de 
Mayalde (19.09.1919), III Count of Finat (1956), Count of Villaflor (1976), XII Marques de 
Terranova and Maestrante de Ronda. He was licensed in Law, deputy for the CEDA (1933-
1936) and Artillery officer during the Civil War, in which he achieved the job of captain and 
was awarded the Individual Military Medal. Once the war was over, he ascended to 
commander, left the army and held the positions of civil governor of Madrid, general 
director of Security, ambassador of Spain in Berlin until 1942, mayor of the capital of Spain
(1952-1965) and prosecutor in Cuts.



Coat of arms of the Riquelme family on the northern façade of El
Casón

Coat of arms on the southern façade of El
Casón
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Memorial stone of Maria Teresa Riquelme and Arce located inside El Casón that she
inherited from her brother Antonio Riquelme and Arce.

Biographical notes 

Manuel Alonso Martínez (1827-1891), jurist, writer and liberal politician. He was Minister 
of Development, Finance and Grace and Justice, Congress President and Knight Grand 
Cross of Carlos III. His law firm was for the most prestigious in Spain. He was also 
President of the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation and President of the 
commission that drafted the 1876 Constitution after the Bourbon Restoration in the person 
of Alfonso XII. He participated actively in the codification of Civil Law and the Spanish Civil 
Code is considered one of his most important achievements. He was the main driver of the
political career of his son-in-law Alvaro de Figueroa y Torres, I Count of Romanones. 

Álvaro de Figueroa and Torres (1863-1950) was, besides I Count of Romanones 
(30.01.1893), to Grandee of Spain. He was mayor of Madrid, President of the Senate of 
Spain, President of the Congress of Deputies, twelve times Minister and three times 
President of the Council of Ministers under the reign of Alfonso XIII. He was a member of 
the Liberal Party of Canalejas and Sagasta. He had belonged to a wealthy family and had 
major holdings in Guadalajara and was the owner of the mines of La Unión (Murcia). I 
have represented the Spain of the oligarchy and the "caciques" critisized by the 
"regenerationists" movement. I have held a doctorate in law and was a prolific writer and 
member of various royal academies. 

Rafael de Bustos and Ruiz de Arana (1885-1943) enjoyed the titles of XV Marquis of 
Salinas del Rio Pisuerga, XIV Duke of Pastrana, Grandee of Spain, Maestrante of 
Granada, and Chamber Gentleman of His Majesty with exercise and servitude. He was 
deputy for Murcia. In 1909 I have married Casilda Figueroa and Alonso Martinez , 
daughter of Álvaro de Figueroa and Torres, I Count of Romanones, and Casilda Alonso
Martinez and Martin, I Marquise of Alonso Martinez. 

Casilda de Bustos and Figueroa (1910-2000) enjoyed the titles of X Marquise of Corvera
(1940), VI Marquise of Almenas, XV Duchess of Pastrana (1945), XIX Marquise of 
Campotéjar (13.07.1951), XVII Countess of Oliveto (13.07.1951), XVI Marquise of Salinas 
del Rio Pisuerga (11.06.1954) and twice Grandee of Spain. She was great-granddaughter 
of Manuel Alonso Martinez and granddaughter of Alvaro de Figueroa and Torres, I 
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Count of Romanones. 

Jose Maria Finat and Escriva de Romani (1904-1995) enjoyed the titles of XVI Count of 
Mayalde (19.09.1919), III Count of Finat (1956), Count of Villaflor (1976), XII Marquis of 
Newfoundland and Maestrante de Ronda. I graduated in law, was a CEDA deputy (1933-
1936), and artillery officer during the Civil War, reaching the rank of captain and being 
honoured with the Individual Military Medal. After the Civil War, he was promoted to major, 
left the army and held the public offices of the Civil Governor of Madrid, General Director 
of Security, Spain's Ambassador in Berlin until 1942, Mayor of the capital of Spain (1952-
1965) and member of the Cortes (Congress).
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Beautiful iron gate in the southern access to the garden of Hacienda Riquelme. During the
19th century houses and states used to carry initials standing for the name of the sponsor
and the date of building. You can see in this gate the initials ARA (Antonio Riquelme and

Arce) and (1) 857.
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Iron gate in the western access to the garden. The initials RBR stand for Rafael de Bustos
and Ruiz de Arana (1885-1943), great-grandson of María Teresa Riquelme and Arce,
husband of Casilda Figueroa and Alonso-Martínez and father of Casilda de Bustos y

Figueroa.

Courtyard of the old Hacienda
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Main entrance to the gardens

Promenade through the gardens

The gardens are in the southern area of  El Casón and have also been
restored
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Southern façade of El Casón

View from the Dovecot.
The white building in the foreground on the left was a cistern.

The old Dovecot now converted into a bar.
From it you can enjoy beautiful views over the large lake.
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The restoration preserved the wall and the fence surrounding the
garden

The garden of El Casón as seen from the golf
course

El Casón and the garden seen from the east

El Casón seen from the north
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Polaris World's sign with the history of El Casón de Riquelme

See also these related posts
The history of Hacienda Riquelme told by aerial photos   
The History of Hacienda Riquelme in Cartomur   
Casilda Figueroa and Alonso Martínez, Duchess of Pastrana   
Casilda de Bustos and Figueroa, Marquise of Almenas   

Main sources online
http://www.polarisworld.com   
http: / /www.abcgenealogia.com/Font21.html   
http://www.uam.es/personal_pdi/ciencias/depaz/mendoza/pastrana.htm
http://www.geneall.net/H/   
http://www.generalisimofranco.com/   
http://www.murcia.es/pedanias/Sucina_historia_.asp   
http://digitum.um.es/xmlui   
http: //es.wikipedia.org/   
http://sucinaayerhoyysiempre.blogspot.com/   
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