
Hacienda Riquelme Golf Course Overview

The award-winning, and championship, Hacienda Riquelme Golf Course is a cleverly 
structured Nicklaus Design, 18 hole, par 72 links-styled parkland golf course with no two 
holes the same. The golf course has been built to international and championship 
standards - it features four sets of tees per hole - with shots made difficult by undulating 
fairways, deep bunkers, wild grasses, olive trees and water hazards. It has a range of 
elevations and uses the strongly contoured greens divided into sections by dramatic 
elevation changes and several random elevation changes, making putting the main 
challenge.

Nicklaus designed golf courses have always been noted for the quality, and at times, the 
quantity of their bunkering. At Hacienda Riquelme, full reign has been given to the 
Nicklaus designer's imagination! 

The golf course is nestled in the heart of a beautiful valley in an idyllic landscape; golfers 
here can enjoy a truly tranquil round of golf. At Hacienda Riquelme you can not help but 
allow yourself to be seduced by the fantastic Nicklaus designed golf course; it thoughtfully 
combines every type of distance and challenge; designed to constantly push you and to 
make use of all your resources and talent.



The natural landscape of the Hacienda Riquelme has been perfectly preserved; 
throughout the golf course's construction and most of its natural features have been 
intricately incorporated to create the fantastic golf course that stands today. The golf 
course is routed in a format that groups several holes together that share a similar design 
and characteristics, whilst keeping the surrounding residential development on the 
perimeter to retain the tranquil ambiance.

The golf course is 6416 metre (7016 yards) long from the back tee so, although it is not the
longest of courses in the area, golfers will be required to think their way around this 
challenging course in order to score well. The wide fairways and open greens compensate
for this. Golfers should not be lured into a false sense of security by the open fairways as 
there are still plenty of challenges throughout. All this provides an exceptional golfing 
experience, presenting challenges to all levels of golfer.

The golf course differs from the others in the GNK Golf Circuit (a group of golf courses in 
the Región de Murcia, which make up Europe´s best golfing challenge). GNK Golf is a 
unique golfing experience, with the highest quality and design standards.

However, playing golf at Hacienda Riquelme is a different experience, both by its 
topography where large fairways predominate with gentle slopes, and for its beautiful, but 
at the same time, a very demanding game route with five large lakes and large numbers of
bunkers, which are the hallmark of this course, covering an area of 71 hectares with a 
stunning mountain backdrop and panoramic views of the coast.

On Hacienda Riquelme, all of the residential properties are set back and further away from
the course compared to some other golf complexes, giving a greater feeling of space. 
Hacienda Riquelme Golf offers ample fairways, combined with bunkers and hard to 
approach greens, all ready to complicate your game - this is a fun course that will bring the
best shots out of every player. The course has been sculptured on land, which was once 
olive groves, and many mature trees have been retained in strategic positions. Whilst the 
fairways are quite expansive, the bunkering is prolific, capaciously cavernous with some 
almost 10 feet deep. With wide fairways, players have plenty of space to maneuverer their 
shots through the natural hazards. 

The golf course weaves its way through and around groves of olive trees, and five large 
lakes. Three of the large lakes come into play on six holes, and the golf course is 
complemented with lush landscaping, further enhancing both the golf experience as well 



as the extended views from the surrounding development. 

Taking advantage of the site's larger scale, the course features wider-than-average 
fairways, allowing players plenty of room to play, whilst creating numerous strategic 
options. This means that many of the holes border other golf holes, and not houses, 
creating a more open and natural golf experience whilst maintaining a level of privacy for 
golfers.

The boldly contoured greens are sure to be the most talked-about feature of the course. 
The greens of Hacienda Riquelme Golf are wide and many of them are raised, which 
makes access to them difficult. At first glance, the greens appear to be generously sized. 
However, many greens are multi-tiered, and broken into several sections, by strong 
elevation changes. Additionally, the greens also feature numerous subtle random contours 
and rolls, further complicating putting, making it crucial golfers play to the correct section of
the green, in order to set up the easiest possible putt. 

The unique bunkering creates a dramatic look, sure to set Hacienda Riquelme Golf apart 
from other courses. Many of these large rugged bunkers are very deep, with sand flashing,
in places, up to three meters deep. The edges of the bunkers are cut in a jagged manner, 
further adding to their distinctiveness, whilst accenting the more rugged nature of the 
course. 

In an interesting contrast to the other GNK Golf Circuit courses, Hacienda Riquelme Golf's 
playing surfaces has a novel feature as it has been grassed with the latest Paspalum 
Vaginatum Supreme variety to make golf more sustainable on a national level. The course 
also stands out for being one of the first fields in continental Europe to use Paspalum on 



its entire surface. This variety of grass has many similarities with the Bermuda grass, but it
tolerates a high salinity in its irrigation water, decreasing the need for large amounts of 
freshwater. as well as being resistant to drought and high temperatures. It is also more 
competitive against weeds than similar grasses. Weeds can be controlled by the 
application of saltwater, in which weeds will die and the grass will survive. This leads the 
grass to stay in tip-top condition all year round, with less water usage.

All of these features combine to give Hacienda Riquelme Golf an older look and feel, 
establishing the resort as one of the most unique stops along the GNK Golf Circuit.

Unlike other courses in the GNK portfolio, it will punish if you stray off the clearly defined 
fairways and grassy areas. The challenge isn’t solely confined to keeping the ball on the 
fairway, though. Riquelme has some of the most severe bunkering I've ever encountered, 
in terms of depth, placement, and sheer quantity, and the undulations on the greens make 
finding the right section a priority.

There is nothing unfair about this golf course, but if you’re playing good golf and hitting the 
ball in the right areas, it’s perfectly feasible to notch up a good score. As with almost all 
golf courses, we cannot deny that there are some relatively nondescript holes, but the vast
majority are brilliantly designed and individual in their character. 

The large, sprawling greens are even-paced and are maintained in superb condition, and 
the designers should be highly acclaimed for fashioning so many good holes out of a 
barren, flat, and water-deprived portion of land.

Opening with a Par 4, of over 440 yards, requires you to be on your metal from the off. As 
if the length is not enough of a challenge, you also need to negotiate a plethora of the 
Nicklaus, trademark bunkers, before reaching the putting surface. Enjoy, because this sets
the scene for the rest of the round! 



Another excellent example of Nicklaus’s strategic bunkering comes to the fore on the Par 
5, 525 yards, 4th hole. A massive crater-like bunker, which appears to be in the middle of 
the fairway, but is actually on the apex of the dog-leg, turns the tee shot into a classic risk 
and reward scenario. If you are brave enough to attempt the monumental carry over the 
trap, your ball will kick down the fairway, bringing the green within range for a well-struck  
second shot. The conservative line to the right will almost certainly result in a conventional 
three-shot strategy to reach the putting surface. You will be well satisfied to walk off the 
green having potted a par.

The front nine finishes with a flourish. A delightful dog-leg Par 4, the demanding drive is 
played over a lake (hopefully), which remains a constant companion down the right for the 
entirety of the hole. As a testament to the dramatic design of the course, there have 



already been a number of contenders for the title of “Signature Hole”. 

The 11th is another hole with a strong claim. A Par 5, measuring 535 yards, the tee shot is 
not particularly punishing, providing the fairway bunkers are avoided. Assuming that a solid
tee shot is executed efficiently into the fairway, you will be walking to your ball thinking that
the hard part of playing the hole is over and that a birdie is now a distinct possibility.

Imagine how your bravado will disappear as you sight the gargantuan glistening lake, 
which protects the last half of the hole to the left and alongside, which the green is 
precariously positioned. Two solidly struck shots of prodigious proportions are needed if 
you harbour aspirations of putting for eagle. 

The course climaxes with a crescendo on the closing hole and despite the 4th and 11th 
holes being prime candidates for the accolade of “Signature Hole,” many will feel that the 
18th pips them at the post. A Par 4, playing just under 450 yards from the Tiger tees, it 
epitomises the saying “keeping the best till last”. A daunting drive dispatched over water is 
required. Anything launched left will be consigned to a watery grave. Landing on terra 
firma only offers a modicum of respite, as you now need to negotiate the same lake with 
your second shot to reach the sanctuary of the green. Catch the ball a trifle heavy, drag it 
ever so slightly left, and you will be left muttering those immortal words “hacienda that!”

Although the course concludes with a hole dominated by water, the sheer beauty and 
quality of the bunkering will last long in your memory!  



The golf course at Hacienda Riquelme Golf clearly offers a different challenge compared to
the others on the GNK Golf Circuit and importantly, it also compliments the existing 
courses within the Murcia Region. 

At 5,854m off the yellow tees, the course is not long but the use of the terrain and the 
combination of water hazards, links style grassy areas and steep bunkers makes the 
course appeal to golfers looking for a stern test of golf. 

As the speed of the greens increases, this adds to the challenge of the course and the old 
Hacienda also adds to the drama of the finishing hole as a unique and impressive 
clubhouse.

Hacienda Riquelme is a fantastic golf course throughout, and is certainly an essential 
component of your next golf break to the Región de Murcia!

Golf Acandemy

The GNK Golf Academy offers individual and group golf lessons from PGA qualified 
instructors. The involvement of GNK Golf, through its Academy, in the training and in the 
improvement of golf, places special emphasis on the rules of etiquette. 

For further information, please visit: http://www.gnkgolf.com/academia 

Practice Area

In addition to the superb golf course, Hacienda Riquelme boasts some of the best practice 
facilities on the GNK Golf Circuit, all maintained to golf professional standards. 

This practice facility has been designed to focus on iron play and short game skills and 
allows you to loosen up, before making your way to the first tee. 

There is a full-length driving range with 20 natural turf practice tees, with three target areas

http://www.gnkgolf.com/academia


that are shaped to resemble actual golf holes.

They feature the same bunker style as the course and should create a unique setting for 
players to hone their iron and wedge play.

The practice area also features an extra-large large practice putting green, with multiple 
tiers and contours to emulate the course's greens. 

As well, there is a separate short game, and chipping, green. With double-size steep-sided
green-side bunkers facing off to the extensive chipping green. And a multi-tiered approach 
fairway with semi-rough areas facing onto the chipping green.

Golf-Pro Shop

The well-stocked and well-equipped Golf-Pro Shop is open to customers in the resort's 
restored town-centre Hacienda facility. It has a wide range of golfing attire and all the big 
brand names and club storage. You'll find golf balls. spare gloves and all the latest golf 
fashions. as well as having manual and electric trolleys, buggies, and clubs for hire. The 
Golf-Pro Shop also functions as the information centre for golf on Hacienda Riquelme.



Course Facts

Opened: November 2007

18 holes 

Par 72 

Architect - Nicklaus Design:

https://www.nicklausdesign.com/course/riquelme/

Hosted the European Tour School Stage 2, 2010 & 2011 

Also, each February, Hacienda Riquelme hosts the Spanish National Juvenile Male 
Tournament. 

Description of holes: 

https://haciendariquelmegolfresort.com/documents/GOLF%20COURSE
%20DESCRIPTION%20HOLE-BY-HOLE%20HACIENDA%20RIQUELME-192628.pdf 
Map of holes: 

http://www.gnkgolf.com/storage/multimedia/Hacienda-Riquelme_-
_HOYOS_PDF1563883330.pdf 

Lengths:

Back (white) tee:  6356 metres Slope: 137 Rating: 73.4

Medal (yellow) tee: 5854 metres Slope: 130 Rating:  70.7

Youth / vets (blue) tee: 5552 metres Slope: 130 Rating:  75.1

Ladies (red) tee: 5084 metres Slope:  124 Rating:  71.8 

Slope tables: 

http://www.gnkgolf.com/storage/multimedia/Slope_HR1564583624.pdf 

Don’t forget to bring you handicap certificate - maximum handicaps: gents: 28 ladies: 36

Soft-spikes required.

Services: Clubhouse, pro-shop, hire of buggies, clubs (not pre-bookable), electric trolleys, 
handbooks, practice area: putting green, chipping green and bunkers, changing rooms 
with showers and lockers for male and female golfers.

More information is also on our golf society page, please visit: https://www.hrgrgolf.es/

For more information about Hacienda Riquelme Golf Course, please visit:

https://www.hrgrgolf.es/
http://www.gnkgolf.com/storage/multimedia/Slope_HR1564583624.pdf
http://www.gnkgolf.com/storage/multimedia/Hacienda-Riquelme_-_HOYOS_PDF1563883330.pdf
http://www.gnkgolf.com/storage/multimedia/Hacienda-Riquelme_-_HOYOS_PDF1563883330.pdf
https://haciendariquelmegolfresort.com/documents/GOLF%20COURSE%20DESCRIPTION%20HOLE-BY-HOLE%20HACIENDA%20RIQUELME-192628.pdf
https://haciendariquelmegolfresort.com/documents/GOLF%20COURSE%20DESCRIPTION%20HOLE-BY-HOLE%20HACIENDA%20RIQUELME-192628.pdf
https://www.nicklausdesign.com/course/riquelme/


http://www.gnkgolf.com/campos/haciendariquelme

And in order to make a reservation to play on the course, please visit: 

http://www.gnkgolf.com/reservas

PGA Professional's review: 

“Someone has managed to find Mr Nicklaus a very fine tract of land to work with here at 
Hacienda Riquelme and I feel that he has produced a very worthy addition to the Nicklaus 
Trail. The course has a very 'linksy' feel to it in places and the obviously rough cut look to 
the bunkers adds to this. One thing you will all be glad about is the lack of these dreaded 
wasteland areas to be found on many courses in our region. Another pleasing aspect to 
the layout is how the properties have been set back from the course itself and at no time 
do they feel as if they are encroaching on your game. Many of the yardages of the greens 
are quite deceptive as many of them are slightly elevated and heavily protected by 
bunkers so as a general word of advice take a club more than you think." 

as quoted in https://www.agolfingexperience.co.uk/golf/hacienda-riquelme-1085 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agolfingexperience.co.uk%2Fgolf%2Fhacienda-riquelme-1085%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2cSv4y-uzjETfWsd8MLQG45tTVk6iaFSvRW7mhgi0ysqD-W3yDGsH3-xE&h=AT3BMMCcEvMP9prv-gRupQFZ3PbPiFAmPMmgK0RPckIi5_M29_0j206C9gc883sgSUOszRXoeH481Juz_OK8z34XrK_EO-dWKdaorj-wRRdkpMbioUszyjRBL_P658Xs_iYYuQ
http://www.gnkgolf.com/reservas
http://www.gnkgolf.com/campos/haciendariquelme

